BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of )
) MUR 5188 .
Newinski for Congress and )
Richard Riener, as treasurer )
' )
CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter was initiated by the Federal Election Commission (“Commission”),

. pursuant to information ascertained in the normal course of carrying out its supervisory

responsibilities. The Commission found reason to belieye that Newinski for Congress and
Richard Riener, as treasurer, (collectively referred to as Respondents), violated 2 U.S.C.
-§ 441a(f), 2 U.S.C. § 434(b)(8), and 11 C.F.R. § 104.11(a).

NOW, THEREFORE, the Commission and the Respondenté, having participated in

informal methods of conciliation, prior to a finding of probéble cause to believe, do hereby agree

as follows:
I. The Commission has jurisdictio:n over the Respondents and the subject matter of this
proceeding, and this agreement has the effect of an agreement entered pursuant to 2 U.S.C.

§ 437g(a)(4)(A)D)- |

II. Respondents have had a reason:able opportunity to demonstrate thaf no action should
be taken in this matter.

III. Respondents enter voluntarily into this agreement with the Commission.

IV. The pertinent facts in this matter are as follows:

1. Newinski for Congress is a political committee within the meaning of

2U.S.C. § 431(4).

2. Richard Riener is the treasurer of Newinksi for Congress.
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3. The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (the “Act’;), provides that

no person may make contributions to-a candldate and his or her committees which, in the

aggregate, exceed $1,000 per federal election. 2 U.S.C. § 441a.

4. No multicandidate political committee shall make contributions to any candidate with

respect to any election for federal office which, in the aggregate, exceed $5,000. 2 U.S.C.

§ 441a(a)(2)(A).
| 5. No candidate or political committee shall knowingly accept any contribution whiéh
exceeds the contribution limitations of 2 U.S.C. § 441a. 2 U.S.C. § 441a(f). |
6. A joint contribution must include the signatures of each contributor on the check or iﬁ
a separate wntlng 11 C.F.R. § 110.1(k)(1).
7. If a contribution on its face or in the aggregate exceeds the contribution limitations,
the committee must return the contribution to contributor or deposit the contribution in a

designated campaign depos'itor}} and obtain a written designation or reattribution from the

 contributor within 60 days. 11 C.F.R. § 103.3(b)(3).

8. If no written redesignation or reattribution is obtained within 60 days, the committee

must refund the contribution. /d. 11 C.F.R. §§ 1 10 1(b)(5)(ii) and 110.1(k)(3)(i). With respect

to contributions from multicandidate p011t1ca1 comm1ttees similar rules for redesignation of

P

contributions apply. 11 C.F.R.-§110.2(b)(5).

9. Each treasurér of a political committee shall file reports of receipts and disbursements

- pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(1), and such reports shall disclose the items set forth in2US.C.

§ 434(b). The reports shall include the amount and nature of outstanding debts and obligations

owed by or to such political committee. 2 U.S.C. § 434(b)(8). Debts and obligationé owed by or
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to a political committee which remain outstanding shall be continuously reported until
extinguished. 11 C.F.R. § 104.11.

10. Respondents accepted contributions from 36 individuals totaling $33,075 in excess of

the contribution limitation.

11. Respondents accepted contributions from the 4th Congressional District RPM totaling

$1,015 in excess of the contribution limitation.

12. Respondents accepted contributions from 53B House District RPM totaling $500 in

excess of the contribution limitation.
'13. Respondents failed to report debts and obligations on its Year End 1997 disclosure
report, Pre-Primary 1998 Report and Pre-General 1998 Report. |
V. Respondents violated 2 U.S.C. § 441a(f) by accepting excessive contributions from
individuals totaling $33,075, from the 4th Congressional District RPM totaling $1,015, and 53B
House District RPM totaling $500. o
VI. Respondents violated 2 U.S.C § 434(b)(8) and 11 C.F.R. § 104.11(a) by failing to
report debts and obligationé_ on its 1997 Year E_nd Report, 1998 Pre-Primary Report, and 1998
| Pre-Geﬂeral Report. |
VIL Respﬁndents v_.vill pay a civil penalty to the Federal Election Commissio-ri-in the
amount of $1_2,225, pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(5)(A).
| VIIIL Respondents will refund exceséive contributions to contributbrs.-
IX. The Commission, on request of anyone filing a complaint under 2 U.S.C.
§ 437g(a)(1) conceﬁﬁng the rﬁatters at issue herein or on its own motion, may review compliance

with this agreement. If the Commission believes that this agreement or any requirement thereof
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 has been violated, it may institute a civil action for relief in the United States District Court for

the District of Columbia.

X. This agreement shall become effective as of the date that all parties hereto have
executed same .and the Commission has apprbved the entire agreement.

XI. Respondents shall have no more than 30 days from the date this agreement becomes -
effective to comply with and implement fhe requirements contained in this agreement and to so
notify the Commission. |

XII. This Conciliation Agreement constitutes the éntire agreement among the parties on
the rﬂatters raised herein, and no other statement, promise or agreement, either written or oral,

made by any party or by agents of any party, that is not contained in this written'agreement shall

be enforceable.

FOR THE COMMISSION

Lois G. Lemner
Acting General Counsel

by, ) — /7/p1
Gregory R. Baker ‘ ' Date ¢ /¢
" Acting Associate General Counsel '

FOR THE RESPONDENTS

Date

7  NICOLE DENISE AURELIUS
=] NOTARY PUBLIC - MINNESOTA
My Commission Expires Jan. 31, 2005

thds/pw




